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I am not an expert, this presentation is only for entertainment 
and information purposes.

It’s illegal to pick plants and mushrooms in provincial parks 
and conservation areas.  It’s illegal (and rude) to forage on 
private property. The BTC asks we refrain from picking plants 
or mushrooms along the trail (invasive weeds excepted).

Warnings:



Overview

➲Mushroom Anatomy
➲How to Photograph Mushrooms
➲Mushroom Families
➲Examples from each family
➲Poisonous Mushrooms
➲Edible Mushrooms



Mushroom Anatomy



Things to look at when 
identifying mushrooms



Things to look at when 
identifying mushrooms



Mushroom 
Photography Tips

1. Get down low.   Kneel or lie down on a plastic 
bag.  Use a second bag to place your camera on.

2. Get as close as you can, while keeping the camera 
in focus.

3. If you are in an area that forbids picking the 
mushroom and you want to ID the mushroom, 
use the “selfie” option to photograph the gills.  

4. Try to take the picture when the mushroom is lit 
up by sunshine.

5. Avoid camera shake, by placing your camera on 
the ground.

6. Frame your picture, using leaves and sticks.

Sources:

9 tips for photographing mushrooms - Krijn 
van der Giessen Photography

Tips for Identifying and Photographing 
Mushrooms - The Canadian Nature 
Photographer

https://www.canadiannaturephotographer.com/mushroom_photography.html


Mushroom “families”



Polypores

➲ Pores instead of gills
➲ Usually shelf-like
➲ Usually grow on trees

Lumpy Bracket
=Trametes gibbosa



Polypores

➲ Trametes pubescens

➲ Turkey Tail
➲ = Trametes versicolor



Polypores

➲ Tinder polypore
➲ = Fomes fomentarius

➲ Birch polypore
➲ = Fomitopsis betulina
➲ (previously Piptoporus betulinus)

Otzi, The Glacier Mummy



Polypores
➲ Chicken of the Woods
➲ =Laetiporus 

sulphureus

➲ Dryad’s Saddle aka Pheasant 
Back

➲ =Cerioporus 
squamosus (Polyporus 
squamosus )



Boletes

➲ Tubes instead of gills
➲ Caps very similar to that of 

gilled mushrooms
➲ Usually grow on the ground



Boletes

➲ King Bolete
➲ = Boletus edulis
➲ Prized edible!



Boletes
➲ Granulated Bolete
➲ = Suillus granulatus➲ Painted bolete

➲ = Suillus spraguei



Boletes

➲ Bicolour Bolete

➲ Scaber stalk

The Bolete Filter (wpamushroomclub.org)
337 varieties

https://boletes.wpamushroomclub.org/


Puffballs and 
friends

➲ No gills



Puffballs and friends
➲ Morels and False Morels



Puffballs and friends
➲ Morels and False Morels

Morel
=Morchella sp.

False Morel
= Gyromitra sp.



Chanterelles, Black 
Trumpets   (veined)



Gilled Mushrooms



Gilled Mushrooms, 
subcategories:



Gilled Mushrooms
“Brittle Gills”
=Russula sp.

The Sickener, Short Stemmed, Lobster, Green Cracked, Yellow Gill and hundreds more!



Gilled Mushrooms

Lactarius sp.



Gilled Mushrooms



Gilled 
Mushrooms



Gilled Mushrooms



Gilled Mushrooms

Parasol (above),
False Parasol (below)

Melanoleuca sp.

Blewit



Any questions?

Coming up next:  Poisonous Mushrooms



Poisonous Mushrooms



Poisonous Mushrooms

Death Cap
= Amanita phalloides

False Death Cap
=Amanita citrina

Destroying Angel
= Amanita bisporigera (virosa)

Contain Amatoxins.



Poisonous Mushrooms

Euro Fly agaric

= Amanita muscaria var. muscaria American Fly agaric

= Amanita 
muscaria var. formosa

(Which photograph is more appealing?   
The one taken from a low angle 
or the one from the top?) 

Toxins are 
ibotenic acid and 
muscimol.

Panther Cap
=Amanita pantherina



Poisonous Mushrooms

Deadly Skullcap
= Galerina marginata

Deadly Galerina
= Galerina autumnalis

vs. Honey Mushrooms (edible) 



Poisonous Mushrooms

Webcaps (Cortinarius sp.) 

Fibrecap     (=Inocybe)
False Parasol



Poisonous Mushrooms

Jack O’ Lantern (poisonous)

= Omphalotus olearius

Chanterelle (edible)

= Cantharellus sp.



Poisonous Mushrooms

Sulfur Tuft 
(poisonous) Brick Tops 

(edible)



Edible Mushrooms





Learn Your Land with Adam Haritan (YouTube and www.)

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/8ef1-
City-Planning-Mushrooms-of-Toronto-Biodiversity-Series.pdf

https://northernbushcraft.com/guide.php?ctgy=edible_mushr
ooms&region=ontario

http://www.foragingguide.com/mushrooms/edible_by_comm
on_name

https://www.fungikingdom.net/mycology-education/edible-
mushrooms--poisonous/index.html

https://learnyourland.com/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Facebook Groups
➲Mushroom Identification Forum
➲Ontario Mushroom Hunters and Foragers
➲Mushroom Identification Page
➲Russulas and Lactarius of North America
➲Mycological Society of Toronto

➲and dozens more!

Beware of Trolls who give false IDs!
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